Secretory carcinoma of the breast: results from the survival, epidemiology and end results database.
Secretory carcinoma of the breast is a rare breast cancer that is associated with incidence at a young age and an indolent course. The role for breast conservation and adjuvant radiation is unknown. The SEER database was reviewed and 83 patients were identified with secretory carcinoma of the breast between the years 1983 and 2007. Baseline characteristics were compared with χ(2) or Fisher's exact test. Overall survival (OS) and cause-specific survival (CSS) were estimated using the Kaplan-Meier method. Analyses were performed using PASW Statistics, version 18. Median follow-up was 70 months. Median patient age was 53 years (range 11-86 years). 29 patients (34.9%) had involved regional lymph nodes. 39 patients (47.0%) underwent lumpectomy and 44 patients (53.0%) underwent mastectomy. 35 patients (42.2%) received radiation. Patients receiving radiation were more likely to have undergone lumpectomy, and the use of radiation increased over time. 5-year OS was 87.2%; 10-year OS was 76.5%. 5-year CSS was 94.4%; 10-year CSS was 91.4%. Among the lumpectomy patients, 25 patients (64.1%) received radiation. For lumpectomy patients, those who did not receive radiation had a 5-year OS of 92.9% and 10-year OS of 72.2% while patients who did receive radiation had a 5-year OS of 95.5% and 10-year OS of 85.9%. Only 1 patient treated with lumpectomy only died of cancer (92.9% CSS) and no patients treated with lumpectomy and radiation died of cancer (100% CSS). Secretory carcinoma of the breast commonly occurs at a later age than previously recognized, and is associated with good long-term survival.